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	Check A – To Be Carried Out Prior to First Flight of the Day

	Note: Owners are encouraged to tailor this list appropriately for their own aircraft, taking into account specific design features and equipment fitted. Your inspector may be able to advise on how to modify this list. Owners are specifically encouraged to order the items so as to make items fall into a logical sequence, and to include additional checks where appropriate, for example in a sequence that correspond with walking round the aircraft anti-clockwise from the left-hand cabin door, around the port wing, nose, starboard wing, rear fuselage, tail, rear fuselage, and return to the cabin. Once tailored, a copy (preferably plastic-laminated) should be made available in the cockpit for ease of reference.

	

	Pre-flight checks are to be carried out in accordance with normal aviation practice, normally using an abbreviated form of the Check A checklist.

	

	Task Area/Description

	General

	Tie Downs, covers, locks, blanks, frost, snow or ice, remove if present.

	Aircraft documents, check that appropriate documents are available and in order.

	Stowage, ensure all baggage & loose equipment is correctly stowed and the aircraft is free of extraneous items.

	Aircraft not used regularly, before resumption of flying ensure that either the engine manufacturer’s recommendations have been complied with or the engine has been turned or run regularly. Where recommended turn the engine by hand (ensure ignition switches are OFF) and check cylinder compressions appear normal.

	Check previously reported faults have been addressed.

	Cockpit, configure to permit subsequent checks, for example switch on fuel cock, lower electrically actuated flaps, switch on lights and pitot heater, where appropriate.

	

	Fuselage and Empennage

	Skin/covering, bracing wires, struts, and flying control surfaces, inspect for damage and security of all items.

	Drain holes and vents, inspect for freedom from obstruction.

	Radio aerials, inspect for damage and security.

	

	Windscreen, Canopy & Windows

	Inspect for damage and for cleanliness.

	

	Wings

	Skin/covering, bracing wires, struts and flying control surfaces, inspect for damage and security of all items.

	Pitot/static vents, fuel vents and drain holes, inspect for freedom from obstruction.

	Stall warning device, test operation, if fitted.

	Navigation & strobe lights, check condition and operation where fitted.

	Pitot heater, check operation if fitted.

	

	Landing Gear 

	Shock absorbers, struts, check for leaks and for normal extension, wheel fairings secure

	Tyres, check for inflation, damage and creep.

	Brakes, inspect for external evidence of leaks, and for damage and security. Check thickness of brake pads.

	

	Fuel System

	Fuel quantities, check visually that quantities in each tank (where visible) are compatible with indicator readings.

	Fuel sample, drain a sample of fuel from each drain point into a transparent container and check for water, foreign matter and correct colour.

	

	Powerplant 

	Oil, check level, security of filler cap and/or dipstick.

	Engine, inspect as visible, for leaks, signs of overheating, and security of all items.

	Air intake/filter (when visible), check free from obstructions & inspect for cleanliness.

	Cowlings, check for security of cowlings, access doors and panels.

	Propeller, inspect blades and spinner for damage and security.

	

	Cabin Area 

	Flying & engine controls, including trimmers and flaps, check for full and free movement in the correct sense.

	Brakes, check operation is normal.

	Instrument/display readings, check they are consistent with ambient conditions.

	Autopilot (if fitted), perform manual override and disengagement check.

	Avionics, check equipment operation, using self-test facilities where provided (if self-test not automatically initiated at power up).

	Seats, belts and harnesses, inspect for satisfactory condition, locking and release.

	Emergency equipment, check properly stowed and inspection dates valid.

	Electrical circuits, test operation.

	Cabin doors/canopy and baggage doors, inspect for damage, security and for correct operation and locking.

	Markings and placards, check for legibility.
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